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Welcome to Blackdown Pre-School! 
We are a small, charity run Pre-School based the small village of Deepcut. Situated in the 
community centre, we enjoy easy road access and large parking facilities for safely dropping 
off and collecting children. We offer a wide range of equipment to help with children’s all-
round development. We have a grassed children’s play area outside where the children 
have access to bikes, prams, sports equipment and climbing frames. The Pre-School also has 
use of the community centre hall.  

This prospectus provides information on what we are able to offer you and your child. If you 
have any questions or would like to arrange a visit please contact us on 01252 834293 or 
email info@blackdownpreschool.org.  

About us   

Blackdown pre-school was formed on 22nd September 1997.  We are run by a committee of 
volunteers elected annually at the AGM held during the autumn term.  

The Pre-school caters for both military and civilian families from the surrounding area.  

Blackdown Pre-School is a registered UK charity, registration number 1018868. 

Management and Administration  

Blackdown Pre-School is run by an elected committee, which ensures that decision making 
is in the hands of the parents and other committee members who form the group. The 
committee is responsible for reviewing both policy and practice, the employment of staff 
and fundraising activities. Blackdown Pre-School has a full-time manager who oversees the 
running of the Pre-School daily. 

Our Aims:  

Blackdown Pre-school aims to: 

 Provide high quality care and education for children below statutory school age in a 
parent-involving, community-based group 

 Provide a safe, secure, and stimulating environment 
 Work within a framework that ensures equal opportunities for all children and their 

families 

To achieve these aims we offer your child.  

 A specially-tailored curriculum leading to approved learning outcomes 
 Individual care and attention, made possible by a high ratio of adults to children 
 Fun and friendship with other adults and children  
 The support of an individual, assigned key person 
 Opportunities for you and your family to be directly involved in the education of 

your children and the activities within the group.  
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Curriculum 

What is the Early Years Foundation Stage Statutory Framework? 
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) statutory framework is a government 
document that all schools and Ofsted-registered early years providers in England must 
follow. It sets standards for the learning, development, and care of your child from birth 
to 5 years old. The standards ensure your child will learn and develop well and are kept 
healthy and safe.  

 

What will my child be learning?  

The EYFS framework outlines seven areas of learning and development and educational 
programmes. There are three prime areas of learning, which are particularly important for 
your child’s development and future learning: 

 Communication and language  
 Personal, social, and emotional development  
 Physical Development  

 

There are four specific areas of learning, through which the prime areas are strengthened 
and applied: 

 Literacy 
 Mathematics 
 Understanding the World  
 Expressive art and design  

 

How will my child be learning? 

The EYFS framework identifies the essential role of play in your child’s development. It is 
through both child-led play and play guided by an adult that your child will develop 
confidence and relationships with others. Through play, EYFS practitioners will help your 
child to extend their vocabulary and develop their communication skills.  

The EYFS framework identifies three characteristics of effective teaching and learning: 

 Playing and exploring 
 Active learning  
 Creating and thinking critically  

A greater focus on teaching specific skills will occur as your child progresses through their 
reception year once at school preparing them for year one.  

 

 

 



Blackdown Pre-School is a UK Registered Charity 1064517 

How will I know what my child is doing? 

Each child in the pre-school has a key person who will work in partnership with you, sharing 
information about your child. This information will be shared in the format of online 
observations through Tapestry. Each child will have a minimum of one observation per week 
added to Tapestry. These observations will then be used to plan the next steps for your 
child.  

The pre-school will also be holding termly parent’s meeting where you will have the 
opportunity to come and speak with your child’s key person about your child’s learning, 
development, and progress.  

EYFS practitioners will use their professional knowledge to understand your child’s learning 
and development. If they have any concerns about your child’s progress, they will discuss 
these with you.  

Three formal assessments take place during the EYFS: 

 Two-Year progress check (this will happen between the ages of 24 to 36 months) 
 Reception Baseline Assessment (at the start of Reception) 
 Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (at the end of the EYFS.) 

Alongside the formal assessments the pre-school practitioners will be tracking their key 
children on a termly basis to highlight the progress your child has made and their next steps. 
These will be shared with parents at the parent meetings.  

 
Assessment  
At Blackdown Pre-School we assess how young children are learning and developing by 
observing them frequently. We use information gathered from observations, as well as from 
photographs or videos of the children, to document their progress and where this may be 
leading them. We believe that parents know their children best and we ask them to 
contribute to assessment by sharing information about what their children like to do at 
home and how they, as parents, are supporting development. Each child’s development is 
checked termly and this is shared with parents through termly parents meeting.  
 
2-year-old progress check 
The Early Years Foundation Stage requires that we supply parents and carers with a short-
written summary of their child’s development in the three prime areas of learning and 
development: personal, social and emotional development, physical development and 
communication and language, when a child is aged between 24-36 months. The key person 
is responsible for completing the check using information from ongoing observational 
assessments carried out as part of our everyday practice, taking account of the views and 
contributions of parents and other professionals.  
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Sessions  

Day  Am 
Session 

Fee Full day 
Session  

Fee  Session 
Breakfast club 

Fee 

Monday  9:30-12:30 £18.00 9:30-2.30 £30.00 8:30-9:30 
 

£6 

Tuesday 9:30-12:30 £18.00 9:30-2:30 £30.00 8:30-9:30 
 

£6 

Wednesday 9:30-12:30 £18.00 9:30-2:30 £30.00 8:30-9:30 
 

£6 

Thursday 9:30-12:30 £18.00 9:30-2:30 £30.00 8:30-9:30 
 

£6 

Friday  9:30-12:30 £18.00 9:30-2:30 £30.00 8:30-9:30 
 

£6 

We offer a breakfast club between 8:30am – 9:30am, for children who are eligible for the 30 
hours there will be no charge, however if any child attends who are not eligible for the 30 
hours a charge of £6 will be applied.  

Notes 

 No sessions are held in the Surrey School Holidays or Bank Holidays  
 All sessions are to be booked in advance and dependant on availability 
 We accept both the Free Early Education funding for children aged 3-4 years, and 

Free Education Funding for Two-Year-olds (FEET), dependant on availability 

Registration and fees  

A administration fee of £20 is required when you register your child. Please email 
info@blackdownpreschool.org  for a registration form.  

Our session rate is £6.00 per hour. We ask for an additional 75p per day for a mid-morning 
snack and breakfast (if your child attends) 

Our fees are reviewed yearly and are subject to change. Fees are invoiced monthly and 
payable in advance. A two week notice period is required for your child to leave the Pre-
School. Notice must be given in writing.  

Government Funding  

We are committed to serve all the families in our community, irrespective of their means. 
Under the current terms of the Government scheme all three- and four-years olds are 
eligible for funding. Funding is only available during the school terms and commences the 
term after your child’s third birthday.  

FEET funding is available for 2-year-olds whose parents or guardians are eligible for certain 
tax credits and other benefits. Please see the Pre-School manager for further information.  

Funding is available for up to 15 hours per week. The convenient Pre-School opening hours 
allows your child to attend all 5 weekday sessions for the 15 hours of funding.  
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We are now accepting the 30 hours free childcare for children aged between 3-4 years. For 
further information please speak to the Pre-school manager.  

Staff  

Blackdown Pre-School is an equal opportunities employer. Each member of staff has 
undergone a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) criminal records check. All staff have 
provided references and have taken part in a six month induction. All staff hold current 
Paediatric First Aid certificates and full Level 3 childcare qualifications. The knowledge of our 
staff is paramount, and we provide the opportunity for all staff to attend training provided 
both within the Pre-school and with the Local Authority.  

Our staff team are:  

Kellie Woolley – Preschool manager – Level 6 BA Honours Degree in Early Childhood Studies  
Annette Docwra – Deputy Manager and Key Worker – Level 3 qualified  
Mandie Strudwick – Preschool Practitioner and Key Worker – Level 3 qualified  
Coleen Barratt – Preschool Practitioner and Key Worker – Level 3 qualified  
Ana Kent – Preschool Practitioner and Key Worker – level 3 qualified 
Beccy Allen – Preschool Practitioner and Key Worker – Level 3 qualified 
Jyoti Mullay – Pre-school Practitioner and Key Worker – Level 3 qualified  
 

Safeguarding  

Blackdown Pre-school has a duty to help safeguard the children against suspected or actual 
‘significant harm’. Any concern about a child will be reported to the relevant authority if 
required. At Blackdown Pre-School we work closely with the Local Authority Safeguarding 
Team to ensure the health and well-being of the children in our care is paramount.  

Key Person  

Our key person system provides an allocated practitioner to each child. This practitioner will 
support the child and their family whilst settling into the Pre-School. The practitioner will 
also complete observations and all relevant paperwork required for their key group of 
children. The key person will maintain links with the family once the child has started and 
will work with parents through shared record keeping ensuring the children are supported 
in reaching their full potential.  

The role of the parents  

Blackdown Pre-school recognises the importance of the role of parents as the first 
educators of young children. Our goal is to ensure the involvement of parents within the 
Pre-School by 

 Working in the group with the children 
 Assisting with fundraising 
 Taking a place within the committee 
 Doing some show and tell sessions with the children on what they have experienced 
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Starting Pre-school  

A child will go through mixed emotions about starting a new setting. Our aim is to make the 
transition into the Pre-School as easy as possible for both the children and the parents. With 
an allocated key person your child will build a bond with the practitioner and will become 
settled within the environment. Parents need to be aware that it can take some time for 
your child to become settled and happy to come to Pre-School but this is all normal 
behaviour for young children starting in a new setting.  

 

Mealtimes  

 

Breakfast menu 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
Weetabix 
Cornflakes 

Rice Krispies 
Porridge 

Weetabix 
Cornflakes 

Rice Krispies 
Porridge 

Weetabix 
Cornflakes 

Rice Krispies 
Porridge 

Weetabix 
Cornflakes 

Rice Krispies 
Porridge 

Weetabix 
Cornflakes 

Rice Krispies 
Porridge 

Children will be provided with milk and water to drink 

 

Snack Menu 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
Breadsticks 

Peppers 
Strawberries 

Rice cakes 
Cucumber Sticks 

Banana 

Breadsticks 
Tomatoes 

Watermelon 

Rice cakes 
Carrot sticks 

Grapes 

Breadsticks 
Tomatoes 

Apple 
Children will be provided with milk and water to drink 

 

Childhood Illness 

At Blackdown Pre-school the well-being of our children is paramount. We have strict policies 
and procedures to manage illness. A copy of the policy can be provided if required. All our 
exclusion periods for childhood illness can be found on the Public health website.   
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/public-health-england  

A full copy of our Policies and Procedures is available within the pre-school.  

We hope that your child’s time at Blackdown Pre-school will be a 
very happy and productive one. If you have any queries or 

questions, please contact a member of staff or a committee 
member at any time. 


